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The proposed relocation would hurt this economic cluster and diminish the
viability of downtown New Orleans. Dispersal of the lawyers, their staffs and support
businesses detract from the positive cluster experience. Moreover, the loss of the high
paying jobs of lawyers and their support staff from downtown likely will result in
substantial vacancies in office buildings. Indeed, a leading Metairie firm that recently
purchased a building downtown announced it may not move if the civil courts are
relocated. In addition, a move of lawyers and their support staff likely will cause a
substantial loss of business for downtown restaurants, hotels and other retail businesses.
Lawyers regularly patronize the area’s world-class restaurants, shops and related personal
services and are a major source of business. I dare say that the legal community and
these associated businesses practically kept the downtown area viable post Katrina, as
99% of the large law firms returned to downtown and began operating within weeks of
the storm. '

While the proposed relocation surely will harm downtown New Orleans, there is
little likelihood it will jump-start the Tulane and Broad Street Recovery Area, as
intended. Most lawyers and the related ancillary business would not relocate to that
Recovery Area, which lacks access to support services, other courts, quality hotels and
restaurants; is aesthetically unappealing; is less accessible for locals and out of town
attorneys and litigants, who would have to drive rather than walk to court; has no
potential for foot traffic; and unfortunately has a reputation of having a higher crime rate.

Rather than jump start the development of this area, the proposed relocation more
likely will motivate lawyers to relocate to Jefferson Parish or other suburbs, particularly
given that many of the law firms' employees presently reside in Jefferson or other
parishes. We believe this move is akin to robbing Peter to pay Paul and would cause a
net economic loss for Orleans Parish and substantially undermine the viability of
downtown.

We would like to schedule a meeting to discuss these issues at your earliest
opportunity, before any final decision is made. My office will call in a few days to talk
about setting up a meeting.

Sincerely yours,

udge Carl J.
President



